WINGS                                    71
cards, the air in the little cabin got hotter and hotter. I took
off my coat and then my jersey and sat in my shirt-sleeves.
Then I took offmy shirt and sat in my vest. Finally I took that
off too and sat gasping, stripped to the waist. The Norwegians
continued to sit in their thick jerseys, overalls and sea-boots.
They smoked very rank quid tobacco and the air became
thick with fumes. The heat drew the oil out of their clothes
and boots and there was a hot stench of seal oil and seal blood.
I began to feel sick. However, I was sitting on the thwart-
ships part of the settee and on each side bench sat two or
three Norwegians who, intent on their game, their heads
haloed in heavy fumes, had forgotten my existence. They
hemmed me in and there was no escape. I had not the guts
to rise in my seat, push past them and make for the door.
In any case I could not go out on the deck half naked. So I
hung on gulping from time to time and conscious that I was
turning green. The gulps became more and more ominous
but the Norwegians noticed nothing. Presently Carlsen
pulled a large, loud-ticking turnip out of his pocket, an-
nounced that it was ten o'clock and, nodding to me and to
the others, went out. The four others lay down in the bunks,
the bo'sun removing his fur hat, belt and sea-boots but
nothing else. I settled myself on the hard and worn settee.
One of them turned out the swinging oil lamp and soon the
evil-smelling smoky darkness was filled with the sound of
snoring.
When I lay on my right side my hip seemed to acquire a
size and proportions I had never observed in it before.
When I lay on my back I discovered that I had been born
with an abnormally large coccyx, I shifted so that my
protuberant hip found a sympathetic hollow in the settee and
then my right arm became a nuisance and could not find
anywhere to go. I tucked it under my left and presently
went to sleep. After a while I awoke and put on my vest
and shirt. The stove had died down and glowed now only a
feeble red, I now put my coccyx in the hollow where my